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Outline of November 3 Speech 
for Oral Transmittal to Thieu by Bunker 
(to be sent to Bunker by back channel) 



I. Presentation of basic choice faced by the U. S. in Vietnam: 
whether to persist in seeking a just settlement or to accept 
defeat and make an immediate withdrawal of American 
troops. 

The dangerous consequences of precipitate withdrawal 
for the South Vietnamese, and for ourselves. 

Our consequent determination to accept no less than a 
just settlement. 


II- U.S. moving along two paths: 

to reduce the violence and the American presence as 
quickly as South Vietnam can assume its own defense; 
and 

to promote genuine negotiations aimed at a just 
settlement. 

III. Review of policy changes from previous Administration 
and results in reducing level of violence and American 
presence while helping build strength of GVN. 

IV. Review of Administration's public and private negotiating 
proposals and initiatives, and Hanoi's intransigence.. 

V. Lessons of this record: 

Hanoi is deluded about U.S. intentions, and remains 
the obstacle to peace. 


TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE 



DECLASSIFIED 

: Authorit y | Z- ~IS<^ ; 

. Bl&C NARA Date r 1 / £//&?_ ? 

- 







TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE - 2 - 


Negotiating progress does not depend on our making 
new offers. 

-- We have noted hopeful signs of de-escalation on the 
battlefield. An increase in enemy attacks and U.S. 
casualties will be Hanoi's decision, not ours. Hanoi 
must never calculate that an increase in violence would 
be to its own advantage. 

-- De-escalation on the battlefield must be translated into 
progress at the peace table. 

-- Every American is involved in persuading Hanoi to join 
us in productive talks. 

-- The President has the responsibility for choosing the 
best path and leading the country along it. 

All Americans have a common goal -- peace. We will 
have it if we seek it together -- for Hanoi will then 
know it has no choice but a peace with justice for all. 


IV. 


V. 
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